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Dear Fellow Motoring Enthusiasts,

W
elcome to the Autumn issue of the IVVCC Journal. I spent a few hours in the
company of Benny O’Gorman and his son Sean recently. We were discussing his
lifetime of enthusiasm for motors, internal combustion and steam. There are fewer

and fewer of people like Benny around, who lived in times when Ireland was poverty
stricken. People struggled to live and many as we know had to
emigrate (Benny’s father Jack, had to for a few years). In those
days motor vehicles were either an absolute necessity or a luxury.
Commercial vehicles were worked into the ground. It is no
wonder that we have very few left and when we see them at a
show, they attract interest.

Benny’s father, Jack, started collecting and saving steam
driven vehicles at a time that the weight of scrap was their value.
If you ever get a chance to go to the Ulster Folk and Transport
Museum, you will see a number of motor vehicles from the
Republic. The largest is an express locomotive built entirely in
the Spa Road Works in Inchicore. This was within an hour of
being cut up for scrap until rescued by the Steam Preservation
group in the North. Saved by enthusiasts, they and enthusiasts
like the O’Gorman family are to be appreciated because what
they have in their collection will never be made again and they
are to be congratulated for preserving what is a vital part of our
social history. Most enthusiasts would not have the space or

expertise to maintain a steam driven vehicle so those who do are doing us all a favour. I
know of two people who have traction engines and they are expensive to look after, so I
thank them and Benny and family for keeping history alive.

Regarding the aeroplane sale in Baldonnel after World War 2 (Emergency), one of the
spitfires sold at the auction, is to be seen in Britain on many TV programmes. It is a two-
seater, converted to train pilots. I believe the Irish Aer Corps got three Spitfires initially and
they were named Faith, Hope and Charity and the two-seater may be one of them.

Very soon, our new website will be unveiled. Members will be able to enter for all our
events and pay membership. It is hoped that members might be involved in contributing to
the information on the site. Our President, Shane Houlihan is committed to involving all the
interest groups in club events. He hopes to have events for every era and concentrate on
quality events while at the same time offering value to the member. I would ask you to
please support the events and if possible, please get involved.

I would just like to thank all of the contributors to the Journal. I appreciate them taking
the time to share with us their stories. I would also like to thank our advertisers for
supporting us. I would ask you to consider them too. Finally, I would like to thank all of
you, because as enthusiasts you are playing an important part in our social history, keep up
the good work!

I wish you all a happy festive season.
Until next time, Happy Motoring! TOM
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A MESSAGE FROM THE

Dear Members

By the time you read this message 2016 will be all but over.
The club enjoyed some great events during 2016. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all those that assisted

in making these events fun and enjoyable. A special thanks to
those that took on the role of Clerk of the Course, Chief
Marshall and Secretary. I would also like to thank you, the
members and supporters, who helped and took part in these
Runs.

As we look forward to 2017 we will have a very busy and
exciting programme of events for the Club including the
following: The ‘Festival of Transport’ show in Punchestown on
May 14th, Gordon Bennett Rally June 9-11th, Powerscourt
Picnic 40th Anniversary on August 20th, Brass Brigade Rally in
Dungarvan on September 30th-October 1st and an overseas run
in September to North Wales. In addition, we intend to have a
pre-1939 Run in May and a Classic Car Run in the Autumn –
dates to be confirmed. So please save the dates and we look
forward to seeing you on some, or all of these events,
throughout the year. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of the Board Members for
generously giving up their time to attend meetings and helping
out with events. To all the members a heartfelt ‘thank you’ for
your participation in the events and making them so enjoyable.  

Very best wishes for 2017.
SHANE HOULIHAN 

President





I
am writing my report the week after a very successful and relaxing
December First Monday meal at the West County Hotel. We had a
full house that evening and the hotel staff and management were
very attentive and looked after us very well. I say relaxing as there

were no speeches, no top table and no formalities. Running in the
background we had a film of the 2003 Gordon Bennett with Gay Byrne
as the presenter. At a cost of €5 per person the event was of course
heavily subsidised by the club. 

I recently had the honour to represent the Club in Paris at the 2016
FIVA (Fédération Internationale des Véhicules Anciens) General
Assembly. It was an auspicious occasion as it was the 50th anniversary
of the founding of FIVA in Paris. While FIVA has its offices in Brussels it
was founded in Paris and is registered in France. The French of course
are delighted to have Patrick Rollet (a French man) as President of FIVA
for the anniversary. The General Assembly included the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) and an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) as well
as meetings of the Cultural Commission, Legislation Commission,
Technical Commission, Motor Cycle Commission and the Utilitarian
(Commercial) Commission. 

In addition to the normal business at the General Assembly there
were two additional events; an international symposium on Trade, Skills
& Youth and on the Sunday after the Assembly a tour of Paris by historic
vehicles.

The Symposium was the first activity of the Assembly which was the culmination of international World Motoring
Heritage Year, under the formal patronage of UNESCO.

The Symposium was held to debate such important issues as training, education and apprenticeships, technical
topics, and the need to engage the younger generation in the joys of historic cars, motorcycles and commercial
vehicles. It took place at the prestigious, 125-year-old Automobile Club de France. 

Part One of the day-long Symposium focused on the ‘Preservation of Skills’. It began with a short presentation
on ‘Training’ by experts from French oil and lubricant specialist Motul, a company that has for many years made
generous contributions to the preservation of motoring heritage in France.

Subsequent topics under discussion included the hugely successful apprenticeships in historic vehicle restoration
that have been developed and launched by the FBHVC (Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs), as well as
educational programmes across the EU and – looking at one skills area in more detail – paint processes and training.
This latter topic covered such issues as how to pass on technical skills, environmental matters and the economic
impact throughout Europe of historic car activity.

Part Two of the Symposium was devoted to ‘Youth’, with a panel of younger enthusiasts (aged 23 to 33) from
France, the UK, the Netherlands, Poland and India in open debate on how to keep interest in historic vehicles alive
among the younger generation. As a consequence, FIVA made a commitment to initiating activities such as
workshops to help attract younger people to the historic vehicle movement, while there was also discussion on the
potential for school programmes to spark students’ interest – and on how clubs and companies might attract more
young people into the world of historic vehicles. The atmosphere was one of optimism and confidence in a bright
future for historic vehicles.

Having listened to reports from various EU and other countries I am pleased to note that the current legislation
in Ireland is benevolent to the historic vehicle movements. Two facts that caught my attention were; the plans in
Delhi (India) to ban cars over 15 years old from cities in the name of ‘cleaner air’ and in New Zealand vehicle
manufactured before 1990 must meet the general safety requirements in the Land Transport Rules, and must have
at least front seat passenger safety belts if manufactured after 1955. Let us be vigilant here in Ireland and work to
maintain the current benevolent legislative regulations to our hobby. 

PEADAR WARD

REPORT
Secretary’s
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Benny O’Gorman has been a Ford
man all of his life. But he didn’t
lick it off a stone, his father, Jack

(John) was also a Ford man. Jack,
upon returning from England,
became a mechanic for Main Ford
Dealers, Archers. In the early 1940s,
Jack bought a plot of land in
Crookstown, south Kildare and built

himself a garage. In 1951 he was to
become the Main Ford Dealer for the
area for cars, trucks and tractors. (At
that time all garages displayed their
status as Main Ford Dealer until
Henry decided that the Ford name
should always be first, hence Ford
Main Dealer).

Benny, who was born in 1934,

Benny O’Gorman

Meet the member...
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Benny at the wheel of his beloved 
1923 Ford Model T Tourer, 

owned by him since the early
seventies.

COVER STORY

Jack outside his garage in Crookstown
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would help out in the garage and got
a taste for all sorts of vehicles.

In those times a garage owner
could also decide whose petroleum
products he or she could sell and in
Jacks case he had Shell, BP and Mex
petrol pumps. Hard working and
enterprising Jack didn’t confine
himself to buying and selling cars,
trucks and tractors. He also made and
sold trailers for the members of the
farming community in which he lived.

He used to buy axles from a scrap
man called Feldman in Dublin. Just
after the war (Emergency), Feldman
bought several aeroplanes at an
auction in Baldonnel Aerodrome.
There were Spitfires, Hurricanes and
Westland Lysanders to name but a
few. Jack used to send Benny up with
one of his men to strip the wheels and
axles off the ‘planes to be made into
trailers. On one occasion Jack bought
a complete Lysander and after
removing the wings and putting them
on a truck, he put the rear wheel up
on the truck and towed the plane
back to Crookstown with Benny in the
cockpit. As Benny said, he was the
only person ever to go from Dublin to
Crookstown, backwards in an
aeroplane! The Lysander was used for
publicity purposes and Benny still has
the propeller from it.

By
TOM FARRELL

Benny’s first old car was a Ford
Model T Tourer. He bought this
because he heard that there was to be
a veteran car run organised by the
Leinster Motor Club in 1953. The car
was discovered in a shed near
Newbridge and was bought for the
princely sum of £7. It was a 1912
brass rad car with a rare coach built
body by a firm in Trafford,
Manchester. Even the radiator was
different. Benny worked hard to get it

going again in time for the run and
after he drove up to Dudley Colley
near Clondalkin to put in his entry, he
hired his period outfit in Gings of
Dame Street (entrants in those times
went all out to dress up for the
period). The run started in
Donnybrook bus garage and he
managed to complete it. Bitten by the
bug, he then started to buy these
simple cars and sometimes he would
sell them too!

Left: The workshop with bottom left, the oldest tractor in Ireland, 
a 1917 Ford MOM (Ministry of Munitions)

Below: 1905 Fowler Road Loco. 10HP, 3 speed and about 15 foot high!

Right Sean and Benny with a petrol pump originally from the 
Red House near Newbridge.

Continued next page



an outside chimney. This steam vehicle
would be towed by horses or a
traction engine to a site and used to
power saws and the like.

One of the most imposing vehicles
in the collection is a 1905 Fowler Road
Loco. This enormous vehicle (some 15
foot in height) has three speeds (most
have only one speed) and was used
for heavy haulage.

Less imposing but also interesting is
a 1954 Ford (what else?) Thames
truck that was supplied new to
Carlow Fire Brigade as a tender. At
one stage Benny, whilst visiting son
Sean in South Africa, came across a
Bentley for sale. It was a 1927 3 Litre
tourer which use to belong to the
Bewley family in Dublin. Benny bought
it and kept it for a while. 

Other vehicles they have include a
1923 Ford Model T Tourer bought in
1974, a 1930 Ford Model A ‘Victoria’
(rare coach built model), a Model A
Coupe, an MGB GT and a Mini. Sean
also has a Rolls Royce 20/25. 

Benny and Sean have been regular
attenders at the IVVCC International
Gordon Bennett Rally and other
events including Stradbally, where
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Benny trained to be a mechanic
and spent two years with Ford in Cork
before returning to Kildare.

In 1955 Jack had to set up his
garage in Athy as Ford wanted their
dealers to be in or next to towns. 

In 1958 Benny married Mary and
together they had seven children;
Sean, Bernard, Niall, Anne, Colette,
Claire and Irene. Benny took over the
garage from Jack in the 1960s. 

As dealers, Jack and Benny came
across many unusual vehicles. There
was virtually no value on old tractors
or trucks at the time when they
started collecting them. Jack was the
steam enthusiast and one of the
founder members of the Steam Rally
in Stradbally in the 1960s. Benny
started adding tractors to the
collection and among the tractors they
have, is the oldest tractor in Ireland. It
was sent from the US to the Ministry
of Munitions in 1917 and is known as
a Ford MOM.

Other vehicles include a Foden
steam lorry, traction engines by
Ransomes, Fowlers and a steam rock
breaking engine by Goodwin Barnes.
Other vehicles include rare traction
wagons (trailers), a threshing mill and
living wagons. The main workshop is
heated by a Ransomes ‘Portable’
(which is anything but!), connected to

Meet the Member
contd...

One of Benny's traction engines. This one was originally built for
the Russian Army but not delivered.

they can be seen with steam, diesel or
petrol driven vehicles. Benny looks
after the cars and Sean and Bernard
look after the steam vehicles which,
given the size of the collection, must
be a full-time job!

At the age of almost 83, Benny is
still an active man and to see him
driving his Model T, you know that
you’re seeing a man very familiar with
these cars. Well, he has been driving
them since 1952! He has great recall
of people, places and events and he is
the last remaining entrant of the 1953
Gordon Bennett Run. 

Benny is a fair, easy going and
obliging man who is remembered
with fondness by his former customers
and those that are lucky to know him.

Benny on the 1953 Gordon Bennett Run
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All about the Ford Model ‘T’

Henry Ford started manufacturing
motor cars in 1903. Between
then and 1908 he had a modest
degree of success which was to

change when the first Model T rolled off
the assembly line in 1908 and the
world’s first million selling motor was
born. Ford designed a way of building
motor cars that was to revolutionise the
way all motors would be built ever
since. Indeed so organised was the line
that a Model T could be completely
assembled in 93 minutes! Because of
the pared down costs and one colour
scheme, prices were the lowest for any
car, falling to $260 in the twenties.

The Model T had a four cylinder
engine of some 2,900cc producing
20HP. It could run on gas, ethanol or
kerosene and did roughly 16 to 25mpg.
Ignition was by trembler coil. The
transmission was of a planetary gear
type with two forward speeds and one
reverse. The suspension was by
transverse mounted semi-elliptical
spring for each of the front and rear

beam axles. This allowed greater travel
for the wheels and thus made it
possible to travel where no decent
roads existed. The original wheels were
wooden artillery type later on replaced
by spokes.

Ford once said “the customer can
have a car painted any colour as long
as it is black,” however from 1908 until
1913 black wasn’t available and cars
were finished in grey, green, blue and
red! Black was chosen because it dried
quicker and with the speed that the
cars were assembled this was
important.

A variety of body styles were
available. One was even converted into
a mobile church, complete with organ!
They were used in rural communities to
drive saws and act as tractors amongst
other uses.

By the time the 10 millionth Model
T was made, half of the cars in the
world were made by Ford which also
resulted in Henry becoming the richest
man in the World.

The Model T production ended on
26th May 1927 when Henry and his
son, Edsel drove the 15th millionth
Model T out of the factory, it was to be
the last one made. The motoring public
had become more discerning and
wanted something more refined than
the Ford Model T. Today they are held
in high esteem by motor enthusiasts
around the world and the large number
of survivors is testament to their
ruggedness. 

The Ford Model T was recently voted
the Car of the Century and why
wouldn’t it? Because of it and its low
price, many more ordinary people, who
couldn’t afford a car, now became
motorists and could enjoy the freedom
to travel the highways and byways.

We’ll leave the last word to the great
man himself...”I will build a car for the
great multitude. It will be large enough
for the family, but small enough for the
individual to run and care for. It will be
constructed of the best materials, by
the best men to be hired, after the
simplest designs that modern
engineering can devise. But it will be so
low in price that no man making a
good salary will be unable to own one
– and enjoy with his family the blessing
of hours of pleasure in God's great
open spaces.” – Henry Ford.

My thanks to Benny and 
Mary O’Gorman and their son Sean 
for their time, help and generosity 

with this article. 
– TOM FARRELL
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It seems a long time ago, but as
planning for the 2017 event is now
fully underway, I realise that the
time is well due to give a few

words from the Clerk of the Course,
on how the 2016 event worked out.

2016 was my first year to help run
this prestigious event, and having
competed myself since 1993, I was
only too well aware just how strong
opinions and emotions are, as to how
the Gordon Bennett should be run.
So, having listened to opinions from
all corners, it was clear that it would
take the wisdom of Solomon, and the
patience of Job to satisfy everyone.
But at least everyone’s opinion had
enough in common, to help plan a
weekend that, hopefully, could be
enjoyed by all.

We started on Friday, with lunch in
Carlow at The Seven Oaks Hotel, a
relaxed affair, with plenty of time for
chat and generally meeting up with
old friends. Lunch was followed by a
simple tulip diagrammed route to our
main hotel via the old Quaker village
of Ballitore, where Declan Grogan had
laid on an informative talk about the
history and origins of the Quakers in
Ireland. The weather was kind to us,
and the route back to the Killashee

Hotel, though simple, gave
competitors a chance to re-acquaint
themselves with how a tulip diagram
works. 

That evening, everyone enjoyed a
wine reception and buffet, kindly
sponsored by Bonhams. Sensible
people then retired to bed, happily
there didn’t seem to be that many
sensible people around!

Saturday started very early, as we
had a break with tradition and all
registrations were carried out on the
Saturday morning. This worked very
smoothly, especially as, apart from
navigators studying the route for the
day, drivers had to attach a
transponder to the front of their cars.
This was to allow for a remote timing
system, where cars would not have to
stop, or even slow down, when
passing a time point. 

In order for this new system to
work smoothly, it was necessary for
cars to leave the hotel at 15 second
intervals. This may seem at odds with
the relaxed nature of the event, but
once away from the start, the various
routes divided and the field was well
spread out. To achieve this we had a
time point in a layby adjacent to the
hotel, and with great assistance from

Myles O’Reilly and the local Gardaí,
everyone got away without a hitch.

To allow for the various routes (four
in the morning and another four in
the afternoon) cars had to follow their
specific route instructions, where the
car in front might turn left at a
junction and you would go right, only
to re-converge later on. I was mildly
concerned that people would act
sheep-like and just follow the car in
front, leading to chaos further on. My
concerns were misplaced, and I think
that in the entire day, everyone
followed their correct route, and most
enjoyed the task.

Lunch was in the pretty village of
Stradbally, and though there were
plenty of places providing good food,
it was hoped that if weather
permitted, competitors could have a
picnic in the open. As it turned out,
we enjoyed glorious sunshine, and
picnics abounded. There was
entertainment laid on, from traditional
bands, to an original organ grinder,
we couldn’t have wished for more, in
fact nearly too much excitement, a
simple carburettor fire in a Model T
showing the importance of having a
working fire extinguisher handy at all
times. 

41st IVVCC International

By MICHAEL JACKSON
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GORDON BENNETT
RALLY 2016 RESULTS

OVERALL WINNER:

GEORGE BEALE - 

1904 PEUGEOT TYPE 69 BEBE

CLASS A – ANTIQUE - Pre 1904

1st – George Beale

1904 Peugeot Type 69 Bebe

2nd – Jim Clarke

1903 Panhard Levassor Tunneau

3rd – Brian King

1903 Sunbeam 10/12 - 12HP

CLASS B – VETERAN CARS - 1905-1918
1st – Richard McAllister

1913 Sunbeam 12/16

2nd – Keith Pearson

1913 KRIT K Tourer

3rd – Clive Evans

1917 Ford Model T

CLASS C – VINTAGE - 1919 – 1926
1st – Andrew O’Donoghoe

1924 Sunbeam 20/60

2nd – Tom Callanan

1924 Vauxhall 30/98

3rd – John Webber

1923 Rolls Royce 20HP

CLASS C1 – VINTAGE 1927 – 1930
1st – Tom Brett

1929 Chevrolet International

2nd – Joe Corcoran

1930 Austin 6

3rd – Richard Jackson

1929 Lancia Lambda

Everyone returned to Killashee
following a different route than their
morning one. This kept navigators
occupied and as this was still part of
the competitive section, everyone was
kept on their toes. However, there was
a suitable watering hole after the final
time point where all concerned could
partake of cooling refreshments.

The beauty of the remote and
electronic timing system was that
results were available, more or less, as
soon as the last car returned to the
hotel. For me, the Clerk of the Course,
the most striking element of the
results sheet, was just how
competitive most of the crews were,
and just how hard everyone tried. It
really is a great credit to all the
participants, and makes the hard work
of the marshals much more
rewarding.

Gala dinners can so often be an
evening to be endured rather than
enjoyed. But our night was a most
enjoyable one, partly helped by the
staff of the Killashee Hotel, partly by
the short and succinct speeches, and
largely by our erudite and witty master
of ceremonies, Ian McCulloch, who
managed to insult most people at
some stage during the evening.

Sunday morning had a slow and
leisurely start, everyone enjoying a full
breakfast, before setting off on a
simple run to Straffan, home of the
Irish steam museum. Apart from the
steam museum in the grounds of
Lodge Park, there are the fine gardens

and tearooms to enjoy. This was
formally the end of the Gordon
Bennett weekend, and many carried
on to catch ferries to the UK or simply
drive home.

It is always a very dangerous thing
to thank specific people for help as
always someone feels left out, but
despite this risk there are a number of
people I think must be thanked. All of
the Gordon Bennett committee
members from the IVVCC were on
hand to lend assistance when I
needed it, especially Bernadette Wyer
and Shane Houlihan. Declan Grogan,
officially Logistics Officer, put together
the hospitality at Ballitore and Straffan
as well are much work at Stradbally.
Mickey Gabbett, Chief Marshal, apart
from helping with the recce work
handled the timing marshals, fine-
tuned the timing equipment, and
generally made sure that everyone
was in the right place at the right
time. And Ian McCulloch, Competitor
Liason officer on the day, drove the
routes to pick up my mistakes,
rechecked my tulips and made the
instructions more ledgible for the
printers.

I couldn’t have done it without
their help, but the real reward has
been the positive feedback from the
competitors.

2017, will hopefully build on this,
but I will not lose track of the fact that
this has to be a sociable, enjoyable
event that can be equally enjoyed by
crews of all experience and abilities.
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GORDON BENNETT RALLY 2016 CONTD...
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On a recent visit to Austria I
decided to nip across the
border to Munich and visit the
famous BMW Museum.

I had heard it was well worth visiting
and I can now confirm that it certainly
doesn't disappoint!

The museum, which was opened
over 40 years ago, is located in a very
futuristic looking building, nicknamed
the ‘Soup Bowl’ by the locals, and it is
right next door to the BMW factory
and its high rise headquarters, which
the locals dubbed the ‘Four Cylinder’.

On display is more or less every
product BMW has ever made, ranging
from the aeroplane engines they
started with, their first motorcycle, all
the way to the latest i8 hybrid car.

Despite
BMW
celebrating its
centenary this
year, they
didn't make
any cars until
1927 and
even then it
wasn’t one of
their own. It
was the 3/15, also known as the Dixi,
which is an Austin Seven built under
licence. A beautiful red example
greets one upon entering the museum
lobby.

Tours, which take approximately 90
minutes to complete, are offered and
from the very start there is a huge

emphasis on the engines the
company built, from the legendary
M328 straight 6 OHV, that was fitted
to the coveted 328 and won them
many races, right through to the 14
cylinder radial type 801 which was
used in various aircraft, including the
Focke-Wulf 190. Every engine is
mounted to its own display stand, so
they can be inspected close up.

Of course one of the largest
sections is dedicated to their
evergreen, the 3 series. Every
evolution of the model is on one
impressive stand and each car looks
like it never was driven!

Another impressive display is an
entire room filled with every M-Sport
model ever made, including the E30

M3, the
most
successful
touring car
of all time.

A
separate side
room
contains an
example of
every M-

Sport engine, each with an
accompanying sound track recording
from that unit!

So, if you find yourself in Munich
you should definitely consider a visit,
even if you are lukewarm about the
brand. It is a perfect activity on a rainy
day.

By KEVIN HERRON

BMW Museum
MUNICH, GERMANY

Pic © Guido Radig
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It was wonderful that this year’s
Autumn run, held on September
25th, ended up on the nicest day of
the week weatherwise. With the now
familiar pattern of clashing dates
the day of this event had had
several potential dates, so it all
turned out well. 

Forty-five very well-presented
cars assembled at Druids Glen Golf
Club in the heart of the Garden of
Ireland. The day began with
seventy-one people enjoying coffee
and scones and above all a ‘chat’. 

The refreshments taken in the very
pleasant surroundings amongst nice
cars and chat in the assembly area
meant we had to yield a virtual large
stick to herd the drivers into the cars,
start their engines and move out!
Eventually Daithí and Antoinette guided
their lovely Talbot (winner of the Leslie
C Thorpe President’s Cup, 1931-1945
cars) through the IVVCC arch and the
rest, like sheep all followed. It was a
magnificent sight and sound as the
sunlight filtered through the autumn
leaves.

SEPTEMBER 25TH Photos by CLIVE EVANS
& BERNADETTE WYER

By CLIVE EVANS
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dropped down into Avoca village, well
known to Irish television viewers as
‘Ballykissangel’.

Another climb and change of
scenery brought crews to what was
suggested in the road book as a
possible ‘half-way rest stop’. However,
the fine weather meant ‘The
Meetings’ (three rivers converge at
this establishment) was so busy that
parking was difficult. Up until now
organisers back at ‘base’ were
worried, as our ‘scouts’ – Tom and
Irene, who were waiting at ‘The
Meetings’ had had no cars visiting and
it was after the expected time of
arrival. There was great relief when
Daithí’s trusted Talbot pulled up and
reported he was “well pleased” with
the route so far.

The route continued on and passed
the historical Avondale House – home
of Charles Stewart Parnell, through
Rathdrum and then weaved its way
through the commercial forests to
turn left just before Ashford. By now
the navigators had the hang of it and
a close series of junctions took them
through Newtownmountkennedy and
back to the starting point for a well-
deserved lunch. 

Listening to ‘the chat’ at the finish
we concluded the route was
considered ‘challenging’ but very

The refreshments taken in the very
pleasant surroundings amongst nice
cars and chat in the assembly area
meant we had to yield a virtual large
stick to herd the drivers into the cars,
start their engines and move out!
Eventually Daithí and Antoinette
guided their lovely Talbot (winner of
the Leslie C Thorpe President’s Cup,
1931-1945 cars) through the IVVCC
arch and the rest, like sheep all
followed. It was a magnificent sight
and sound as the sunlight filtered
through the autumn leaves.

The route took the participants
through Newcastle village and hugged
the coast road almost as far as
Arklow. This route included the
relatively new bypass road (which
takes trucks from Wicklow Port to the
N11 bypassing the town centre). It
had probably never been used for any
classic car run before and the views in
the lovely weather that day were
spectacular. A tour along the quayside
in Arklow was well received by the
drivers, even if some passengers
thought it was a little close to the
water!

enjoyable. The route planners on this
occasion like to think that many of the
participants were at some time, or still
are involved in motor sport of some
kind and it would be a pity to lose
these skills through lack of use!
Interestingly the few that thought
some hills a bit steep were the ones
driving relatively new cars!

The oldest entrant, a 1915 Model T
Ford ‘failed to proceed’, an extremely
rare happening for its owner!
However, the second oldest, a 1930
Model A Ford cruised through the
event. This Model A was driven by
Graham Dunne, a visitor from Canada
and relative of Eamon Dunne. All were
delighted when this well-presented ‘A’
was voted the winner in its class and
awarded the Oliver Cosgrave Deerpark
glass trophy. The winner of the
Murtagh Trophy (1946-1986 cars) was
the MG TD of Des and Irene Cole, a
popular winner as this is a much
admired vehicle.

The organisers would like to thank
all the participants, some who
travelled from as far as Northern
Ireland and all who kindly marshalled
and helped with the organising of
what was another very enjoyable
event.

The sunshine made for another
spectacular vista as the crews passed
Wicklow and Blainroe Golf Clubs and
on past the sand dunes of Brittas Bay
before turning inland and negotiating
some very ‘interesting’ roads on the
way to Redcross village. ‘W’ Wicklow
Brewery craft beer is now produced
here and would be well worth a visit
to see some very progressive people at
work.

Travelling further inland the crews



20 IVVCC AUTUMN 2016

Now fast forward to late
2015...we were seated
having dinner and the
television was on for the
evening news. Following
the news the next
programme started and
large caves in Ireland was
the topic. I soon began to
pay attention and learned
the caves were located in
Co Fermanagh. I was
surprised by the size of the
caverns at the Fermanagh
site and I had never heard
about them previously. I
immediately recalled my
earlier Australian experience
and thought the venue
might be suitable for a
future ARM visit. A
discussion with our friends
Gerry and Imelda soon
followed.

The ARM date fixing
meeting of November 2015
had already passed but
some dates were still
available and June was one
of them. We booked that
date without disclosing our
intended venue as we were
not sure if it would be
suitable. During the
overnight 29th February/1st
March 2016 we set off for
Co Fermanagh for an
exploratory visit to see if the

considered venue would
suffice as the location for
the June ARM outing.

When we got there the
site was closed for the
winter and would not open
until the forthcoming St
Patrick’s Day. However as
work was in progress at the
Interpretive Centre some
staff were available so we
were able to gain entrance.
We were shown a video
presentation and we
collected enough
information to convince us
that the venue had definite
possibilities. We started to
plan for an event in June
2016 but firstly we had to
complete the tour of the
caves ourselves.

The word Geopark
appeared many times
during that early contact
and I was not sure what it
meant. So what is a Global
Geopark?

A Global Geopark is a
region with geological
heritage of international
significance where that
heritage is being used to
support local communities
through sustainable
tourism. The Global
Geopark brand is a
voluntary, quality label and

whilst it is not a legislative
designation, the key
heritage sites within a
Geopark must be protected
under local, regional or
national legislation as
appropriate. UNESCO – the
United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation – endorses
Global Geoparks but Global
Geopark status does not
imply restrictions on any
economic activity inside a
Geopark where that activity
complies with local,
regional or national
legislation.

We returned again to the
Geopark on April 13th/14th
when the site was open to
the public. During our
journey north-west we
checked details of our
intended route from Dublin
noting road signs, distances
and travel times. Those
were recorded in detail as
we were planning to travel
in convoy along smaller
country roads with some
nice scenery.

When we got to the
caves we booked for a tour
and when the guide arrived
to commence we heard
about the 150 steps. That
was to influence our

By 
JIM O’SULLIVAN

Many years ago, 2004
I think, we were on a

group visit to Australia.
Part of our schedule was

a visit to some
underground caves.

Those caves were
enormous in size and had
excellent sound qualities

so music concerts were
often held there.

Some singing was used
to demonstrate that

feature. The experience
left a lasting impression

on me.

Above: 
The Cave Calendars 5728 1mm growth per 100 years

Left: 
Gerry Newman in the Enchanted Land
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thoughts during our later planning. 
The first view of the inside of the

caves was an amazing experience.
How did we spend 20 years travelling
with the ARM and not know about
the existence of those caves? Suffice
to say that we were very pleased with
what we found and very happy that
we had found a suitable venue but
with some problems that we quickly
started to work on.

The main problem mentioned
earlier concerned the 150 steps down
to the caves and they also had to be
climbed on exiting the caves. Some of
our members might be discouraged
from attending because of those
steps. So we needed an alternate
venue for anyone who did not wish to
tackle the steps.

We were aware that Florence Court
House was located nearby. That
spectacular country estate was the
residence of the Cole family and their
staff for over 250 years and is said to
be open to the public but we
wondered when. On this our second
visit we tried to check this house for
suitability but it was still not open to
the public.

As we were by then, well into
planning mode, we started to look for

accommodation. Enniskillen was
visited but we could not see anywhere
suitable. We went back to Ballyconnell
and the Slieve Russell Hotel. There we
met a lovely lady by name Ann
Whitney. Ann was a great help to us
and after explaining about the ARM
and what we do she offered a
package for us and we accepted.

The following day we headed
home but we still needed a meeting
place. This we found on the old Navan
Road. Our discussion with the
manager of the County Club gave us
a venue with suitable parking and our
usual refreshments at a suitable price.

Now back home our planning
continued and we were happy with
progress except for one thing, we
were not able to check the Florence
Court House. We knew we would
have to go back to examine that
house.

In the meantime information
leaflets were printed and we started
to hand them out at the ARM April
event. All leaflets were printed and
named from the membership list and
handed out in person. There was only
one person that we could not contact.

We were now in early June and
learned that the house was then

open. We made a quick trip on June
20th, down and up in one day, and
after that we were happy with the
house as an alternate venue.

The planning was now done and
we had a great time doing it. The
intended ARM outing provided us
with a great excuse to enjoy journeys
away, planning and checking what all
our members would be doing on the
proposed visit to Co Fermanagh. 

The morning of Wednesday June
29th arrived and we would soon see if
our grand plan would be satisfactory.
The group soon started to assemble at
our meeting place, the Country Club
on the old Navan Road. We had 45
participants and many were in old
cars. My wife and I had agreed to lead
the convoy while Gerry and Imelda
agreed to stay at the rear in case
anyone needed assistance. The
morning was good and I was looking
forward to a leisurely cross-country
drive along roads that were not
choked with trucks and cars. The odd
horse and cart or donkey and cart
would have been acceptable if they
had made an appearance. After an
adequate supply of tea/coffee and
lovely scones we departed on

ClassicCarSales.ie is Ireland’s only website dedicated exclusively to 
the buying and selling of vintage and classic vehicles. This means that 
vistors to our site are looking for your ad which is not listed on a 
website with loads of unrelated ads like cookers and prams.

Check out our NEW mobile friendly website!
Visit the site today on your Apple or Android device.

1964 Bentley S3

1970’s Mini Front windscreen
Triumph TR 7 V8 Grinnall

Mercedes W126

Ford Cortina 1967 MK2 Austin A40

Volkswagon Jetta

1991 Mazda MX5Convertible
Fiat X1/9…Parts

Convertible Vintage Chrysler LeBARON

1990 Nissan 300ZX

Mercedes W123

Mercedes 190D

Porsche 924
Volvo 343 Auto

Mercedes 240D Estate

Wolsely 1500 MK3

Free private ads for 30 days or just €10 for 3 months online and 3 issues of Irish Vintage Scene magazine

FREE ADSfor 30 daysor€10 for 3 monthsonline and inour magazine.

contd. next page
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schedule at 10.30 on our journey to
Ballyconnell. Not everyone travelled
with us as some preferred the direct
route by main road. We enjoyed
welcome scenery and it was
particularly nice where the road
became hilly in the area of Sliabh Na
Caillighe between Ballinlough and
Oldcastle.

The programme for the first day
was a drive to the Slieve Russell Hotel
in Ballyconnell, book into the hotel
and then take it easy for the rest of
the day. It worked out well and we
assembled at 15.00 for complimentary
tea/coffee from the hotel. The building
is surrounded by 5km of lovely
pleasant walks around the gardens
and golf course. We completed the
large walk and passed the time with
plenty of chat with other members of
our group. The swimming and golf
facilities were available to us but we
avoided those in favour of a relaxing
evening. The night was to come with
dinner for our group in our own
private suite! We enjoyed plenty of
chat, a little singing, plenty of food
and drink – a great night! All too soon
it was time to hit the hay.

The morning was bright and we
were starting our second day with a
hearty breakfast and the main focus in
front of us. We were soon off to the
caves at the Marble Arch, in convoy.
On our arrival at the Interpretative
Centre our very eager group filled the
theatre for the video presentation and
then it was decision time. Who would
tackle the long climb? 150 steps or
not, even Jack Walton wanted to see
what was down the hole and the hole
went down and down and it got
colder and colder. We were entering a
place where the sun never shines and
the rain never falls even though it is
very wet down there.

A small number of our members
opted to go to the alternative venue,
Florence Court House and they then
departed in the company of Gerry and
Imelda Newman. We were soon
joined by our young guide who was
very knowledgeable and could relate
her stories with a lovely sense of
humour. But firstly she had to give us
the regulation health warning about
breathing and other possible risks to
health. The decent to the floor of the
caves can be taken in about four

stages spaced with a small rest
platform for those who wish to rest.
However the descent is not too
difficult. At the bottom entry is gained
to the cavern system which is well-lit
and very spectacular. The caverns are
vast and access for the public extends
for about 1.5km. There are plenty of
stalactites and other formations
associated with caves. It is amazing
that those caves were only discovered
about 100 years ago and only opened
to the public in much more recent
times. The many stalactites can be
used to date the caves and that
basically dates the caves to long
before our humble existence on this
earth. A visit to the caves puts our
existence into perspective. But it is
soon time to leave and now we have
to climb those 150 steps! It is a little
more difficult and now the rest stages
are more useful.

At topside we depart for the Slieve
Russell where we hope to meet the
other members of our group for an
organised lunch before our departure
for home. We hope everyone enjoyed
the break as much as we did. We had
a great time...’thank you’. 

Picnic on the road

Jack and Reg

Jean and Bernadette

Jim and Maureen Stanley and Ray

Charley and Suzette

Enjoying the evening dinner



IVVCC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017
SOME IVVCC DATES ARE PROVISIONAL

JANUARY
Sun 15 IVVCC Post Christmas Social Run Lunch in Killashee Hotel. T: Bernadette Wyer, 0872220770. E: wyerb@eircom.net:

FEBRUARY
Mon 6 IVVCC First Monday West County Hotel, 8.30pm

MARCH
Mon 6 IVVCC First Monday West County Hotel, 8.30pm

Mon 12 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club New Year Show Harold’s Yard, Ballybofey. T: Eunan Kelly 087-2366924 / Donal McGettigan 087-9370679

APRIL
Sun 2 IVVCC Annual General Meeting (AGM) TBC

TBC IVVCC 1930/1945 Car Run TBC

Sun 16 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Easter Sunday Show LYIT, Letterkenny. T: Fergus Cleary 087-2059826, T: Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

Sun 23 Western Veteran & Vintage Motor Club Pre-1955 Run Salthill, Galway.   T: Frank 086-2327678

Sat 29 Irish Classic & Vintage Weekend - 3 Day Event

MAY
Mon 8 IVVCC First Monday West County Hotel, 8.30pm

Sun 14 IVVCC Festival of Motoring Heritage Punchestown

Sun 14 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Drumoghill Show Drumoghill Football Club. T: Frank Morning 087-2318696, Eunan Kelly 087-2366924 

Sun 21 Blessington VCMC Spring Run

Sun 28 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Annual Club Show T: Eunan Kelly 087-2366924, Donal McGettigan 087-9370679

JUNE
Fri 2 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Weekend Away Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim. T: Frank Morning 087-2318696; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

Fri 9-Sun 11 IVVCC International Gordon Bennett Rally

Sat 10 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Kerrykeel Show Kerrykeel Village *NWVC T: Michael Whoriskey 086-3709117; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

Sat 10 Cobh Classic Car Club Great Island Motors Cobh Classic East Cork, €25 including 3-course lunch. John Dennis, Secretary E: jdennis666@gmail.com

JULY
Sun 2 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Annual Club Run Venue to be advised T: Eunan Kelly 087-2366924; Colm McLaughlin 0044-7775632549

Sun 2 Irish Classic & Vintage Motor Show Terenure

Mon 3 IVVCC First Monday Social Run

Sat 8-Sun 9 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Carrigart Show Carrigart Village, *NWVC. T: Vincent O’Rourke 087/6472476, Eunan Kelly 087/2366924 

Sat 8-Sun 9 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Bundoran Show West End Car Park, Bundroan. T: Vincent O’Rourke 087/6472476, Eunan Kelly 087/2366924 

Fri 28-Sun 30 Western Veteran & Vintage Car Club West Run Salthill, Galway. T: Frank, 086-2327678

AUGUST
Mon 14 IVVCC First Monday Social Run

Sun 20 IVVCC 40th Annual Powerscourt Picnic

Sun 27 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Tullaghan Run Community Centre T: Sean O’Rourke 087-2555701; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

SEPTEMBER
Sat 2 Western Veteran & Vintage Car Club 40th Anniversary Dinner Salthill, Galway. T: Frank, 086-2327678

Sun 3 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Kilderry Muff Show Muff Village T: Kieran Logan 0044-7821359522; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

Mon 4 IVVCC First Monday TBA

Thu 7-Sun 10 IVVCC Trip to North Wales

Sat 9-Sun 10 Liam Kelly Memorial Garden of Ireland Run Summerhill Hotel, Enniskerry. T: Eileen 087-8329235

Sun 10 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Inishowen Run Inishowen Area T: Colm McLaughlin 0044-7775632549; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

Sun 17 Blessington VBMC Autumn Run

OCTOBER
Mon 2 IVVCC First Monday West County Hotel, Chapelizod

Mon 2 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club AGM Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey T: Leo O’Connor 074-9151633; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924

Sat 7-Sun 8 IVVCC Classic Car Run

NOVEMBER
Mon 6 IVVCC First Monday

Sat 11-Sun 12 IVVCC - NEC Classic Car Show - Birmingham

DECEMBER
Mon 4 IVVCC First Monday West County Hotel, Chapelizod

Sat 9 Donegal Vintage & Classic Car Club Dinner Dance Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey T: Leo O’Connor 074-9151633; Eunan Kelly 087-2366924
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Ihad the pleasure of meeting Liam
Murphy for the first time when we
met at the Dalkey Vintage Festival
in Co Dublin when Liam drove into

the Festival’s Classic Car carpark in a
superb 1966 BRG Triumph Spitfire (Reg:
HZJ-648). When chatting to Liam he
told me that he had bought this 1966
Dublin registered Spitfire in 1968.
Interestingly Liam mentioned in passing
that he also had a TR in his garage at
home for the past 30 years. We
exchanged contact details and I said I’d
drop into Liam’s to view his TR and
Spitfire.

Fast forward to Friday October 9th
last and by prior arrangement with
Liam I hopped into my old Co Louth
registered TR3A (Reg: ZY-3147 with my
camera and drove to his house on the
southside of Dublin to meet up.

Liam and myself sat in the sunshine
in his garden and chatted Triumph
sports cars. Liam has had a Triumph, or
two, in his garage continuously since
1964 when he bought a new Triumph
Spitfire with the Co Carlow registration

24 IVVCC AUTUMN 2016

Liam Murphy’s
Triumphs

BIC-203, which was painted blue.
This new Spitfire was a basket case

with a stack of electrical problems and
one week after buying his new Triumph
he marched into the office of Matt
McQuaid, the Managing Director of
Standard-Triumph (Eire) Ltd., had a few
direct words with Matt, firmly placed
the keys of his new Spitfire on his desk
and walked out of the office. Liam’s
Spitfire was duly put back on the
assembly line to be rebuilt to correct
specs. 

Four years later in 1968 Liam traded
his first Spitfire to Maxwell Motors his
local BL dealer for a lightly used Spitfire
(Reg: HZJ-648) which he still enjoys, 47
years late! This is an original all
numbers matching Triumph sports car
which was registered by her first owner
Elizabeth Ward on 24/11/66.

In 1973 Liam dropped back into
local BL agency Maxwell Motors in
Blackrock, Dublin, to buy a new TR6
with no trade-in as he wanted to keep
his Spitfire. Maxwell Motors refused to
sell him a TR6 saying they had “too
much trouble with them!” 

Maxwell Motors who also had the
Rolls-Royce agency for Ireland always
thought themselves “a cut above the
others”. They went bust some years
later! 

Maxwell Motors would sell Liam a

GT6 if he wanted a Triumph with 6
cylinders. Liam became the owner of a
new Triumph GT6 (Reg: 863-ZL)
painted yellow. 

Fast forward to 1985 and Liam saw
a nice clean 1981 TR7 DHC (Reg: BSI-
100) for sale in Maxwell Motors and he
bought it. 

This TR7 was bought new by our
club member Geraldine Keating from
Maxwell Motors on 15/11/81. Today
there is less than 40,000 miles on this,
all numbers matching two owner TR7
which still has its original factory gold
coloured paintwork. Her vin number is:
TPAPJYAA4044xx.

Liam drives his TR7 about once a
year which accounts for the fact that
although we both live just 2 kilometres
from each other I hadn’t seen this TR7
in 30 years!

As there was no battery in his TR7 I
took a few pics in Liam’s garage of his
very smart Triumph sports car. But we
will take BSI-100 for a spin hopefully in
the Spring 2016.

Old TR’s of all model types are out
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Only 2 miles from M50 Exit 12

Own private entrance

40 square metres

Excellent security. Rural setting.

PHONE: 086-0882080

NEWLY BUILT 
DRY STORAGE UNITS 

TO LET

1974 JAGUAR 
XJ6 4.2

FOR SALE

Very nice version of this true classic.

Automatic, all leather and original

interior.

Drives very nicely

Must be seen (Enfield) 

Price: €3,900.

Ph: PJ Bracken on 

087-7652879

One mile off Exit 5, N7.

€50 / car / month

Reduction for multiples. Work bench &

compressor available. 

Phone: 01-4580395 or 

087-9804099.

SECURE INDOOR 
CAR STORAGE

TRIUMPH
SPARES

Crown wheel and
pinion, 

new in box. 
Fits TR2, 3 ,4, 5 & 6 
up to No 52867. 

€210 ono.
Speedo cable, 
new for TR4A, 

€18.
2 rear shock absorbers 
(lever type), used, very

good condition, 
fit TR4A, 5 or 6. 

€100 for pair ono.
Armstrong

Siddeley Whitley
fan heater unit.

Offers?

Contact: 

Liam O’Flanagan

at

lpoflanagan@gmail.com

Castlepollard, 

Co Westmeath.

SPARE 
PARTS

FOR SALE

1981 ROLLS ROYCE
SILVER SPIRIT

FOR SALE
Coral red with Everflex roof. Lovingly taken
care of, excellent condition. New steering
rack, hydraulic spheres, battery. Tyres in
excellent condition. Drives beautifully.
Interior beige leather with matching 
Wilton carpets. Cruise control, digital

clock/trip meter.

€11,500

PHONE: RAY

085-1588802

GARAGE TO RENT
STEPASIDE AREA.

Secure and dry.

For further details

PHONE: OLIVER FORDE

01-2884254 OR 087-2569411

RESTORATION WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Especially R.R. specialising in 

re-wires, as original. Please ask 

or see you on Gordon Bennett.

PHONE: PHIL CORDERY U.K.

01248-717808 EVENINGS

WANTED
LANDROVER

Diesel model,

must be pre-1986.

Hard top or safari.

PHONE: 01-4935893

IN THE EVENINGS

CAR WANTED
MORGAN, 4/4 SERIES I

Flat Rad.  Any condition.

PHONE: JAMES

087-3418731/087-6266112

To Advertise On This Page
Contact: 

Tom Farrell, Editor, 
Knockrose, The Scalp, 
Kilternan, Dublin 18. 

Email: editor@ivvcc.ie

WANTED
MAZDA MX5

1989/90

Must be red and good condition.

PHONE: MICHAEL

087-2417920

SOLD

RECENTLY SOLD

RECENTLY SOLD

RECENTLY

WE BUY CLASSIC
CARS FOR CASH

� Quick decision and payment
� One car to a collection considered
� Irish and foreign registered
� Discretion assured
� We come to you

www.classicandvintage.ie
Tel: 087-7853264 Email: sales@classicandvintage.ie

SOLD

RECENTLY SOLD

RECENTLY SOLD

RECENTLY

there, some in very long-term storage
all over Ireland.

It was an absolute pleasure for me to
sit & chat with a knowledgeable owner
of Triumph sports cars who has enjoyed
his Triumphs for the past 51 years...
PaTRick MacMahon,
Secretary,
TR Register Ireland.
Email: trregisterireland@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/TRSPORTSCARS
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The Ford Cortina – codenamed
‘Project Archbishop’ by Ford –
was launched in September 1962
and would go on to dominate the

new car market in Ireland and the UK
for the next 20 years before giving way
to the Ford Sierra in 1982. 

The Cortina had everything that the
new modern family of that era
desired – a mid-sized family orientated
car that came in a wide range of
models and engine sizes to suit all
pockets from a basic no-frills 1200cc to
a 1500GT version – and even a Colin
Chapman-inspired Lotus Cortina
version for the rally enthusiasts. A
family size interior, together with a
huge boot and low running costs
proved a very successful formula for
Ford that many other car makers tried
to copy and emulate over the years. The

Mk1 Cortina remained in production
for four years until 1966 with a total
number of 1,013,391 sold.

Over the 20 year 1962-1982 model
span period, a total of almost 5 million
Cortina’s would be produced – mainly
in Dagenham in London but also in
Henry Ford & Son’s Marina plant in
Cork.

THE MK2 FORD CORTINA – 50TH ANNIVERSARY
1966-2016

Each model (or Mark) of Cortina
tended to last for four years including
a mid-range facelift – so in 1966, the
Mark 2 Ford Cortina was launched at
the London Motor Show. The new
model had a body which was squarer
in design and retained the Kent engines
and the original floor pan and chassis
of its predecessor. Improved suspension

and a wider track gave the Mk2 Cortina
car better stability on the road and was
therefore a safer drive. A new and more
modern interior gave the driver and
passengers more legroom and a greater
degree of comfort. All the initial models
and trim levels from the Mk1 were
retained including the Base, DeLuxe,
Super and GT and Lotus (now called
the Cortina Lotus).

Shortly after the introduction of the
Mk2, Ford revamped the Kent engine
turning it into a ‘crossflow’ design. This
placed the inlet and exhaust manifolds
on opposite sides of the cylinder head
and resulted in better performance and
fuel economy – very innovative in the
1960’s! Such was the popularity of the
Mk2 that aftermarket car companies
like Jeff Uren of the Savage Motor
Company and others like Superspeed,

By JIMMY RAFTER

History of the Ford Cortina
1962-1982

After many years of attending classic car
shows as a spectator, I decided to have a go
at restoring a car myself. Being a mechanic
by trade I would have been able to handle
all the mechanical issues and as my brother-
in-law is involved in the body repair sector I
could ask him to sort out the body end of
things.

I always had a liking for old Fords
especially the Cortina range so naturally
there was only going to be one choice of car
for the project.

After much searching a suitable car was
found in the guise of a Cortina Mk2 1600E
in one of my favourite colours, amber gold.
Luckily the body and mechanicals were in
reasonable condition so the plan was to give
it a respray and a service and put it on the
road. 

RESTORATION OF MY MK2 CORTINA 1600E

Jimmy is a member of COVOC (Celtic Old Vehicle Owners Club)

The Cortina Owners Club of Ireland
2016 Spring Run
Russborough House, Co. Wicklow

Moynalty Show, Co. Meath, 2016.

Mosney Show 2015
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LuMo and Crayford took an interest in producing
‘tweaked’ versions of the Mk2 Cortina which increased
the sales and popularity even further.

The Lotus version of the Mk2 enjoyed success in the
rally scene with wins in the Scottish Rally in 1967 in the
hands of Roger Clark and many high ranking placings in
the African Safari rallies and on the Touring car circuit.

In September 1967 at the Paris Motor Show, the iconic
Mk2 Cortina 1600E was introduced to the market. The E
stood for Executive and had previously been seen in the
Corsair and Zodiac models and received much acclaim.
Basically, Ford took a four door GT Cortina and gave it
Lotus suspension, a new plush interior with deep pile
carpet, detailed instrumentation, a walnut dashboard and
door cappings, full chrome Rubery Owen-designed
Rostyle wheels, twin Wipac spot lamps, a hand-painted
coach line, rear C pillar motif badges and a blackened
front grille. It was competitively priced at £982 making it
£86 less than the Lotus and it sold like it was going out
of fashion. Production at Dagenham found it hard to
keep up with demand.

Strangely, the 1600E for the Irish market was a better
finished car with the addition of a dual line braking
system and servo assisted brakes and was assembled from
completely knocked-down kits (CKD kits) sent over from
Dagenham to Cork’s Marina Plant on the River Lee. Both
2 and 4-door 1600E’s in left hand drive (LHD) guise were
only built for the European market. 

In 1970 all members of the England World Cup panel
were each given a 1600E by Ford of Britain – some 5-6
of those white World Cup motifed 1600E’s are thought
to still exist.

The Mk2 Cortina remained in production for 4 years
until August 1970 with a total number of 1,027,869 sold
– of which almost 60,000 were Cortina 1600E’s. 

The introduction of the Mk3 Cortina in August 1970
heralded another success story for Ford, but, as the saying
goes, that is a story for another day in 2020!

2016 marks the Mk2 Cortina’s 50th Anniversary –
fondly remembered by all of us old enough to remember
them on the roads and streets of Ireland in the 60’s
and 70’s.

The Cortina Owners
Club of Ireland

The Cortina Owners Club of Ireland was founded in 1994
and celebrated its 21st anniversary in 2015. 
The club (COCI) caters for the motoring needs of all

owners of all models (Mk1-5) of the Ford Cortina from 1962
to 1982. 

Membership is drawn from all over the country and
currently stands at about 100 members. Club Officers and a
National Committee are elected each year at the Club’s AGM
to oversee the running of the club and its affairs.

Each year both a Spring and Autumn Rally Weekend is
held for COCI members. This is a tradition stretching back to
1998 and is highly popular both as a Cortina-themed
weekend but also for the all-important social side of things!
The Club is also represented at most major classic car events
throughout Ireland with COCI club stands being organised
by COCI’s regional members. COCI has also been represented
at many shows in the UK such as the famous Cortina Day
held in Monmouth (and latterly Symond’s Yat) each year.

In April 2016, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
launch of the Cortina Mk2 in 1966, the club’s Spring Rally
weekend was held in Glendalough, Co. Wicklow and was
organised by COCI’s South East region branch of the club.
The weekend included a scenic drive through the Wicklow
Mountains and a visit to Russborough House near
Blessington. Each participant who took part in the
celebratory weekend received a commemorative model Mk2
Cortina to mark the occasion. Our next Autumn COCI
Weekend Rally takes place in Bundoran, Co.Donegal
organised by the club’s North West Region branch.

COCI club members enjoy such benefits as a dedicated
website with an online forum where advice can be sought
and given on all sorts of Cortina-related issues ranging from
that hard to find part to how to complete a difficult job. A
section with cars and parts for sale and wanted is also
available. A quarterly club magazine called the ‘GURU’ is
produced with all sorts of useful pieces of information for
members. Club regalia such as jackets, shirts, baseball caps
are also available.

The club is recognised and approved by Ford Ireland and
has worked and cooperated with them on several Ford
commercial ventures over the years.

Member’s cars and club articles also feature regularly in
the monthly Irish Vintage Scene magazine. 

Clearly COCI is a club with a bright future.

As usual with any
project, one thing led
to another and the
car ended up getting
a full nut and bolt
restoration which
took a lot longer than
expected but was
worth it in the end. 

Since completing
the car it has won
many prizes including
winner in the best
pre-1980 Ford section
in the National
Concours competition
in Swords in 2012
and overall runner-up
– again at Swords –
in 2013.



IVVCC

2016

28 IVVCC AUTUMN 2016

The 2017 IVVCC Brass Brigade Run on October 8th
and 9th had an entry of 72 historic cars ranging from
1902 to 1918. The weather was extremely kind on

both days and apart from a heavy shower early Sunday
afternoon it would have been perfect car eventing
weather! We welcomed entrants from the four provinces
of Ireland and particularly welcomed four entries from
the UK.

The base, again this year, was the Park Hotel,
Dungarvan and the atmosphere from the arrival of the
cars on Saturday afternoon, through the drinks reception
and the dinner on Saturday night was really social as
people met up again and of course nearly all the
conversation was about “the cars”.

Sunday morning was somewhat misty and many
drivers were up early to dry the early morning dew off
the cars, with brass lamps and accessories being polished
within an inch of their lives!

The run started at 10.30am and with navigators
studying a well organised route book, the cars headed in
the direction of Lismore and entered the enclosed
courtyard of Lismore Castle, which was indeed a
spectacular sight. We were especially privileged to be
allowed use the main hall of the castle for our
refreshments of tea/coffee and enjoyed the most
amazing array of cakes to behold. We were given an
excellent history of the family and the castle and its most
noteworthy visitors by Denis Nevin.

Following the break in Lismore the cars headed off up
around the renowned Vee and this was an opportunity
to enjoy the lovely countryside in its autumn colours and
the great lunch back at the Park Hotel in Dungarvan
brought another very successful Brass Brigade Run to a
conclusion.  

We were delighted with the great feedback, numerous
emails and phone calls about how much entrants had
enjoyed the event and are happy to announce that the
event will be held in 2017 on Saturday September 30th
and Sunday October 1st and many people have already
put the dates in their 2017 diaries!

SATURDAY 8TH-SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER



Photos by MARTIN BURKE
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I
n the early Sixties, as demand for TV sets
grew rapidly, especially following the opening
of RTE Television in 1961, while some people
bought sets with credit finance, these early

sets were troublesome and companies offering a
long-term rental and free repair service and even
replacement sets provided more peace of mind,
made affordable by weekly or monthly payments. 

One of the largest of these was RTV Rentals. In
this view is a line-up of six of their fleet. The
smaller vans were used for delivering and
collecting sets and responding to calls from
customers where the sets had broken down. This
was the era when the roof scape of most towns
was a forest of aluminium tube TV aerials and for

many new customers, they needed
an aerial installed on the chimney
stack, hence the larger vans with
ladders strapped on top.

In the foreground is a Ford Thames
5/7cwt. series 300E. Judging by the
hubcaps, it is the final 1960/1
version. With an uncomplicated 1172
cc sidevalve engine and three-speed
gearbox, Ford could keep pricing
keen enough to make these the
biggest seller among small vans.

Alongside are two Ford Anglia 5/7
cwt. models, series 307E, which

directly replaced the 300E. By using the Anglia
car’s 997 cc overhead valve engine and four-
speed gearbox, these were more economical on

fuel, and more suited for sustained higher speeds
on the improved main roads, especially Britain’s
growing motorway network. A very good seller in
Ireland too, the Anglia van featured with many in
the fleets of the Department of Posts &
Telegraphs and the ESB.

The three larger vans with the ladder racks are
Standard Atlas 10/12 cwt., something of a rare
model in Ireland. Using only a Standard
10/Triumph Herald 948cc engine, these forward
control vans were quite underpowered and the
low gearing to allow the engine deal with a full
load, meant that the cruising speed, never mind
top speed, was pretty low. I recall that Standard-
Triumph used to run a sign-written one as a stores
van from their assembly plant in Cashel Road. The
Atlas was really no match for other forward
control vans such as the Bedford CA or the
Commer FC with their 1500 cc engines or the
Ford Thames 800 with 1703 cc on tap.

While this is a posed photo, vehicles would not
usually be allowed to park this way on
Eastmoreland Place. The building in the
background is right at the corner where this street
meets Upper Baggot Street. Today it is an AIB
branch but there is a motoring connection in that
these premises were used for a period as the first
drive-in bank in the Republic and there is
newsreel footage of Charles Haughey driving a
1957 Chevrolet up to the cashier’s window.

By COLM O’NEILL

Reproduced with permission of Irish Photo Archive
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if your classic car radio is gone,  
does your no claims discount follow?
We insure more Irish classic cars than anyone else.

Claims for theft, fire, windscreen damage and breakdown assistance  
won’t affect your AXA no claims discount.

And we’ll pay these claims on a market value basis with no excess!

Terms & conditions apply. We may record or monitor phone calls for training, prevention of fraud, complaints and to improve customer satisfaction. AXA 
Insurance Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 10/15 (55XX AD)

redefining standardswww.axa.ie

Ring us on 

1890 200 016
go to axa.ie or call into your local branch


