Updated 07:21 28 April 2011:  Scroll down to see this update.
The following information has been copied from the Revenue Commissioners website:-

The National Car Testing Service (NCTS) has been appointed by the Revenue Commissioners to carry out a range of vehicle registration functions on their behalf. From 1 September 2010, to register a vehicle, you must first book an appointment at an NCTS centre to have the vehicle examined and pay the VRT due (and other tax liabilities as appropriate). Details of the NCTS centres accepting appointments to register vehicles are available at 


www.ncts.ie/vrt.html 
You can make an appointment through one of the following methods: 

· On-line: 
www.ncts.ie/vrt.html 

· Telephone Lo call number: 1890 927 787

· Write to the NCTS at: 
Vehicle Registration Tax Booking 
Lakedrive 3026, 
Citywest Business Campus, 
Naas Road, 
Dublin 24.

Please ensure you have the following to hand when making the booking as you will be asked for this information:

· Name

· Address

· Mobile Number

· E-mail address

· Type of Vehicle

· Chassis Number/VIN number

· Current Registration Number of Vehicle

Additional information in relation to booking a test is available on the NCTS website at 
www.ncts.ie/vrt.html 

While there will be a charge for this service the charge will be credited against any VRT you will have to pay on completion of the registration process.

*******************************************************

Additional note by IVVCC webmaster John Larkin:-  The above-described function of the NCTS in inspecting a vehicle on behalf of the Revenue Commissioners is to verify the identity of the vehicle and the importer, and to assess and charge the VRT due.  An NCT roadworthiness test is not part of this function --- that is a separate matter completely.  A vehicle does not have to be roadworthy at time of importation --- it may be a restoration project.  You only need an NCT roadworthiness certificate if the vehicle was first registered after 31st December 1979 AND if you want to use it in on the public highway.  IMPORTANT: In addition to the above documentation requirements for the vehicle the importer must present proof of personal identity in the form of a driving licence or passport along with his/her PPS number.
*********************************************************

Updated 07:21  28 April 2011:-  The Irish Times motoring supplement of the 27th of April 2011 contained an interesting letter concerning the registration of an imported used car bodyshell (a 1992 Ford Escort Cosworth).  The Revenue Commissioners have decided to interpret the VRT legislation to mean that only a “mechanically propelled vehicle” can be processed through the VRT system as carried out by the NCTS on behalf of the State.  If a vehicle is presented to the NCTS for VRT inspection and registration and if it is deemed by the NCTS not to be a mechanically propelled vehicle then the NCTS are obliged to decline to register the vehicle.

A vehicle that is complete but cannot propel itself due to neglect (e.g, seized brakes) is still a mechanically propelled vehicle.  A vehicle without an engine is NOT a mechanically propelled vehicle.  I understand that a vehicle lacking wheels is still a mechanically propelled vehicle as wheels are service items, whereas a vehicle completely devoid of suspension is not.  And so on …..
The Revenue Commissioners require the importer of a vehicle to declare it for VRT purposes within one working day of importation.  A person importing a disassembled vehicle that he/she intends to restore would not be unreasonable in understanding the above-described policy of the Revenue Commissioners to mean that there is no obligation or point bringing a disassembled vehicle to the NCTS for registration at the time of importation because it would not be a “mechanically propelled vehicle”.  However there is an advantage in doing so.  If you restore a basket case vehicle over a number of years and then make an appointment with the NCTS to register the vehicle you may find yourself in breach of the law by not having declared the vehicle at the time of importation.  Furthermore if your vehicle is less than thirty years old the vehicle’s value will be assessed on the basis of the quality of the restoration (your hard work and your personal post-tax income) and you will be charged higher VRT.

Always make an appointment with the NCTS to inspect a vehicle as soon as possible after importation.  Do not tell the NCTS that the vehicle may not be a “mechanically propelled vehicle” when making the appointment --- get your appointment confirmation and let them decline (IN WRITING) to do the VRT process when you turn up.  KEEP PROOF OF YOUR APPOINTMENT AND THE WRITTEN REFUSAL FROM THE NCTS.  Concentrate on getting your vehicle into a condition where it will be seen a “mechanically propelled” and then make a new appointment with the NCTS to process it for VRT.  This will minimize the value that the Revenue will place on the vehicle, although this is not an issue with vehicles over thirty years old as legislation currently stands. John Larkin, 28 April 2011.
